5th European Meeting CLC-Forced Migration

Luxemburg, 26-30 January 2011

Looking back at a very « revivifying » European session –as Christophe from JRS called it !

Invited by our coordinator for the group and for CLC-Luxembourg, Agnes Rausch, 23 CLC and JRS members met in Luxemburg. They were coming from Spain, Italy, Belgium, Malta, Austria, Luxemburg and France. Joining us from Rome, Franklin Ibanez, proved very precious for each of us because his presence indicated that CLC-World is concerned with the outcome of migration.

When I have a second look back at these 3 days, I am particularly struck by a great desire and the willingness to continue the work in which some of us have been invested for more tant 10 years, as well as to share our issues about advocacy concerning migrant people and refugees. It was the topic we wanted to go deeper in, this year, referrring to the encounters we have had  with migrant people and refugees. We felt re-stimulated.

We all introduced ourselves by telling how an experience lived with migrant people had made us evolve : a heavy sharing due to the complicated lives of the people we turn to. The dignity of the person is often ignored !

Then we were asked to present a particular aspect of our involvement since the last session, in each of our countries.

In Malta : for JRS, Julian spoke about an attempt to raise public awareness among young people, thanks to European funds (FER) : for two days, students had to go through the harassement that asylum-seekers, mixed with hope and uncertainty, have to endure.

In Sicily : Simona nad Pedro mentioned 3 CLCs involved in the service of lately arrived immigrants ; in the region of Calabra, a network has been settled to help out immigrants and to print a law-leaflet for them. Our Italian friends spoke about the opening of 18 welcome-rooms accessible day and night for the most vulnerable. Together with the Students Missionary League, CLC contributes to the Mission training of young people leaving for Peru, Cuba and Kenya.

Adelaïda, from Spain, talked about the experiment of one of them who participated in the World Social Forum about migrations, in Quito (Ecuador). She stressed on the work in common of the Latin American CLC communities.

In Belgium, Nathalie and the other JRS members practise active listening for the foreigners who are closed in the retention centers of Bruges. You have to be true to your role towards these immigrants who do not want to be sent back. Christophe stressed on the fact that this task spots the need for a favourable consideration , the limits of action anf the different parts in advocacy and for the defense of a fairer policy.

In Luxemburg, Agnes, Vincent and Sophie have practised this for more than 10 years in the detention center. Thanks to this presence among prisoners advocacy-actions to protect the rights of the immigrants could be presented to the authorities as well as a work with other associations when the discussion about the new law for immigration took place in 2010.

We, Xavier and Maguy, first reminded our friends that the « Atelier Etranger » of CVX has been a place of support and spiritual direction for its members since 2007. It also inform and alerts the French CVX. We then presented an action that led the French CVX to sign up two collective petitions against the future law on immigration in 2010 .The « Atelier Etranger » informed the French CVX that they wished this public engagement  to be followed by an internal communication from the ESN (National Leading Team). We also said that we thought it important that our French Community got familiar with this project of advocacy, supported by World CLC all the more, and other actions in favour of immigrants too. We are convinced that the apostolic body will stand out strengthened of it, as we had written  before.

We took a long time to have a personal re-examination and to pray. We knew we were going to spend time on this spiritual direction of immigrants. Our aim was to write down a charter about immigrants  and about their spiritual direction, identifying the characteristics of this ignatian direction for these members of CLC and of ignatian groups who meet immigrants , with the « cura personalis » in mind. We stressed the need of being rooted in spirituality and community  and of capacities to acquire and develop constantly (for example, being fully aware of the context to give an appropriate spiritual direction, evaluating constantly …) And  to finish, we came back to the different steps of the relation with a migrating person. This charter is being elaborated.

We appreciated Franklin Ibanez’s constant careful listening. He invited us to take advantage of our world-wide network of lay people to develop these actions of personal direction  and of advocacy at a European level to live up to the expectations of the world and of our Communituy at large. The building of our apostolic body is at stake.

That’s why we have already suggested having our next meeting in Brussels !

Maguy  (Atelier Etranger CVX France)

Traduction anglaise : Geneviève Gaudeul (ESAT CVX France)

