being touched

Luxembourg, 27.-30.January 2011. My first visit at this picturesque place, my first touch also with the Forced Migration Team of CLC Europe. I was not surprised to feel well up from the beginning – CLC is family, makes me feel at home, where ever! Could we give similar feelings to those, who had to leave  everything, who are at home at nowhere?

When I arrived, I was picked up and guided to our conference place – I felt very welcome, during all the meeting! 

To feel welcome – it´s that what could make misery, traumas, disaster a little lighter, like in the Centro Astalli in Sicilia. And what, if such “centers of welcome” start to grow within ourselves? We will want “to go in their shoes”, to feel, what refugees feel in order to be able to console their sadness. And also to be able to talk by heart to senators and decision makers in favour of the destitutes! 

To be touched – and not to be smashed by “the fury of injustice”, we finally formulated some advises for those in engagement with forced migrants. 

I am touched by this inspired group and consequently get to move towards advocacy. May God bless our efforts!

Ulrich Treipl, CLC Austria

