FORCED MIGRATION PROJECT

Introduction: According to some sources, there are 27 million refugees in the world today, 30 million displaced persons (within the borders of their own country) and some 52 million migrant workers.

Many times Pope John Paul II reminds us this sad reality, denounces this phenomen as a wound which reveals the conflicts of the modern world and calls us to commit ourselves to assist all these brothers and sistes in the Lord
Mandate: the slovenian assembly statet clearly that CLC-Europe wants:

· to live out it’s mission, by promoting justice in favour of marginalized persons, and forced migrants are many times in this position

· to do so in close cooperation with the Society of Jesus, the Jesuit Refugee Service in this field

· to help young people who are searching, by giving them the possibility to live common experiences with migrants and refugees

· to favour networking, by creating possibilities of reflecting and acting together in the forced migration field amongst CLC and beyond

Aims: 

· experience, through direct contact with uprooted people and other means, solidarity with a marginalized group 

· discover the richness of cultural and religious diversity

· create a greater awareness of the migration and asylum challenge in our society and its effects on our personal life(style)

· act against all “isms” (racism, nationalism …)

· experience that humanitarian aid, public standings and lobbying are different ways to live out one same mission

Target:
as the situations in our countries are sometimes very different, the proposition contains  a large variety of forced migrants, so that all national communities are free to act according to the very specific needs of their own surrounding in this field:
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Explanation

1. asylum seekers and refugees as people forced to leave their country, are many times in a desperate situation regarding their past life, they lost everything, not knowing if and when they can go back, their actual life is like a waiting room (the asylum procedure last some months to some years; during this period they have only a minimum of basic rights) their future is uncertain

2. undocumented persons, living in Europe without the necessary visa or stay permit, sometimes in inhuman housing conditions, without medical care, exploited in the black labour market

3. labour migrants have at least some guaranteed rights. But many times they are socially isolated, culturally desoriented. The second generation has identity problems, a high percentage don’t succeed to finish school with a diploma preparing them for professional life

4. internal migrants is more a question of isolation and desorientation, loosing traditions and family links

5. women’s trafficking is a specific migration problem of our actual society changing

· personal for bars, discos, private clubs ending into prostitution,

· marriages with oversea’s women ordered through “marriage institutes”

· house-maids in embassies working as modern slaves

Possible activities on national and/or european level

· every national community is invited to have a look to its own national reality in the field of forced migration; who takes already care of them and how ?, who are the forgotten ones?,  can be helpful questions

· short- and longterm experiences, especially for young CLCers, with migrants and refugees, organized in cooperation  with Jesuit European Volunteers and other ignation youth groups

· together with other church associations at european and national level, CLC surches dor new ways to help migrants and refugees to live out their faith and to respond to their spiritual needs, by promoting actively the oecumenical and interreligious dialogue.

· within our CLC-groups, all of of us, we can screen our own attitude and share on how the migrants and refugees effect our personal life; how their situation touches us profoundly and why. It is important to express also our own fears, our own rootlessness, our relation to what we possess and don’t want to miss in our lives. We can screen the Holy Scripture and see what GOD tells us about strangers amongst us.

· if a general agreement of all groups/national communities exists on political statements, the national/european CLC can join activities of other national/european networks in this field, in order to make common positions known at the grassroad level, amongst national and  european parliamentarians 

· information and awareness rising seminar, organized on national, regional and european level, organized in close collaboration with JRS

· international exchange seminar for all CHCers involved already in this area, to find common ways, attitudes and to prevent “out-burned” phenomenon, organized in close collaboration with JRS
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